JfULENIX

similar customary phrases. The servants, or the host's
people, or his children, again bring the ewer and basin to
the guests for washing their hands.

Coffee, and sometimes tea and sugar in small glasses, is
served after dinner. Conversation takes place before dinner
rather than after it, and once the coffee has been served and
the incense and rose-water brought the guests soon take
their leave, preceded by a servant of the host bearing a
lantern, who accompanies them to their tent or house.

Every spring the King and his Court move out to the
deserts and stay there for some weeks' hunting. When the
King's order is given for the long-awaited move there is at
once a happy bustle in the Palace. The master of the tent-
age has to prepare some two hundred tents. First there are
the great white marquees, joined to one another by tented
corridors, carpeted, cushioned, and hung with samite, for
the King's own use. Then there are many smaller ones lined
with silks from Damascus or printed linens from India, and
round-walled tents with scalloped edges to their conical
tops, which have red or blue designs. Lastly, there are
black goat-hair tents for the Bedouin retainers. The Royal
kitchens contribute their vast copper cooking-pots and many
sacks of rice and spices. The chief of the falconers and the
gunsmiths have their own work to do, and the Office of the
Signals has a mobile wireless station to make ready. At last
the Prince who is a marshal of the Royal caravan gives the
order for moving to the place selected by the King.

After rain, pools of water remain in the wadis and grass, and
flowers spring up, so that the camp can be pitched in distant
hollows of the desert downs, far from the summer wells.

The spring grazing depends upon the autumn rains: the
warn, or light rains, which come with the rise of the Pleiades,
heralded by Canopus, or suhail. The Pleiades are therefore
welcome to the Bedouin, and if the wasm is plentiful the
spates rush wildly through the wadis, in which no wise man
will camp in autumn. In such years there are truffles in the
spring which follows, and sheets of blue irises decorate the
hollows, As soon as they are settled in their camp each tent